
nme:Stockholm 708, January 5, 1951 Enclosure No: 1

DAFUnaagw
	

ttri.	 CONFIDENTIAL

Thl CS NOT A PZIIMANZNT MORD COPY.
Ramis is Nike Ike diem k asoodums whit mewl', 	 NOM. moubs.D.

FOR COORDINATION WITH

1

L 

■•••■

	, 	,,,-->!'‘	 	

FOREIGN SERVICE OliTi-tilUNITED STATES OF AMERICA
1

MONTT : CONFIDENTIAL	 nom AIR POUCH	 yr DI,.

	

rcl . 707 p .P.inntEll 76044004451	 1 JAN
551927 g 15 

A

i

I	 awns: MemorandumEntitled "NATIONAL RESISTANC

WEiTAVV ii . t. LLLI,..

K DOR - ;

1
a! :	 0	 .•

IN SOVIET LATVIA" • Prepared By Er. Bruno
L	

k P
atvian Emigre Resident in Stockholm 	 . ..	

g ou
a

i	 .

2	 .•.. : I .	 .	 iv2,, 	 .
• a	 , 4

ilualz	 .,
There is enclosed herewith a memorandum entitled "National

Resistance and Purges in Soviet Latvia n in the Gorman language,
prepared by Mr. Bruno Ealnins, leader of the Latvian Socialist 	 .
group in Sweden.. Mr. Ealnins is a wellknown Social Democrat
who has resided in Sweden since 1944, after having escaped 	 .,
from Latvia Just prior to the re-entry of that country by the
armed forces of the Soviet Union. Re also serves as Stockholm	 .
correspondent for he New Leader, published in New York City. 	 .

This nemoramMutwas prepared at the request of an officer of
this Embassy.	 .

Although

	

/The memorandum is taken up to a certain extent with irm. 	
...•..._

relevant matters concerning Mr. Nalnins himself and the 	 i,......-
position of the Social Democrats, it is thought that some	 I:details contained therein may be new to the Department. There- 	 '91-fore it did not appear necessary to make a full translation.	 .
A sUmmary of the pertinent facts are in effect as followss

The Communist purge in Latvia started with diatribes
against khe le ders of non-Communist labor, particularly Social
Democrats%Bruno. NS and V._PATJANIS in an article by the
Iloyiet jurfif-00GRINBERGS in	 the office]. organ of the
Late-in CoiliUnist-ir0157 The next step was a syndicated article 	 i
in the same newspaper by A. PELSCHE, the secretary of the ..
Latvian Communist Party, entitled "Fight Against Bourgeois
Nationalism • the Taak . of the Party". The article exposed what

. was called the "US-orientation of the Latvian nationalists",
• their 'conspiratory activities" both abroad and at home, and
' the "acute danger menacing the Soviet regime in Latvia" from

those quarters. It also referred to the national resistance	 . !
movement in Latvia, which reportedly includes nonr-Socialists

I• as well as Socialist Parties.
.	 i	 .-

The memorandum further states that during the past two
months this propaganda was followed by arrests of an unspecified,	 i

.. at rather larNe number of .Latvian nationalists and non, 	 1
Canusunist labor leaders. This included the discharge and/or
punishment of Latvian Communists, Soviet functionaries and
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.and. top-ranking civil servants: A number of these cases Were
published either in the press or over Radio Riga.

sApfs, the Minister of Agriculture was discharged. (Pro-
fessorsiCIAME=IPS,-)4CADEKS and 	 thee leaders or the
throe Institutes of the Soiiet-LatviaTrAcademy of Sciences
received a formal reprimand for their "irresponsible attitude
and their neglect	 watchfulness)". A few weeks later f
additionaligrel:tera ware,teportedly . discharged, namely, 8

N	
4.7ORLAM.

ZII; he	 Premilion^VAUREALN%--thITRiniqter of Forel:in
Affairsland IT* .TRAP vliniater of EducationItitriforeign
preis and thinftFilitieTh-press also reported that Professor KIRCR..
RNSTEINS bad been discharged. However this report apparently
originated from questionable Latvian sources in Stockholm and
there is no foundation in fact for this rumor.

'The discharged Ministers were reportedly replacrby,the
Soviet CitiseePOSTR as (Minister of Foreign Affairs -the'Soviet

Latvian faMbviet 'Russia as Minister orMueatdroiRjj3 ONS,
CitisedlaRT

i
	&ter of Forestry00 , 7. 784NS 118

during the last war served as a partisan leader. According to
Manias, the new Ministers know little or nothing of Latvia
and do not even speak the language. Their appointments appar-
ently stemmed from a desire to strengthen the Russian element,
which in Moscow's opinion has proved more reliable than Latvian
Communists.

The purge and related actions started in a serious way in
September, 1950 and seem to have continued to date. According
to the memorandum, there is evidence to the effect that, even
now: five years atter the Soviet occupation, a strong resistance
both among . the people in general and among labor exists&
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